SURGERY
" My disease is only a joke. I thought it out
just for fun, I was not serious when I suggested
giving the public a disease. What I meant was to
describe a disease in the exact sense of the word, a
state of being ill at ease. I will tell you if you like,
but tell me your discovery first"
" Simply this. It is not a discovery, but rather,
what often amounts to a discovery, the application
of one thing to another. It came to me thus. Why,
thought I, not rub in the blue butter first instead
of trying to overtake the client once it gets into
your blood stream ? I gave the idea to Medlicott,
who won't report results. It takes about forty days
to have clinical evidence for or against. But Vincent
has been using it, and other fellows you have not met,
and they have plucked of the ripest and have escaped
while they saw friends of theirs like Clonfeenish, who
did not use it, go down from the same distributing
centre with the bad disorder. It is a watertight
invention, if you can make an invention out of
prevention being better than cure."
44 Is there anyone I know who has risked it ?"
" That would be tellin' ye," said I.
u Did you experiment with it yourself ?"
" But do you, who have known me all these years,
think that I would ask my friends to take risks that
I would not be prepared to take ? Come and meet
Medlicott and the Citizen this evening."
Birrell looked as if curiosity was getting the better
of him. I might as well introduce him to Barney,
Weary and the rest now that we are nearing the end
of our industrious journey. But we have yet to get
Medicine, so an attendance in the Whitworth may not
be inadvisable seeing that the lecturer is also an
examiner. We went.
I did not want to go.    I had a far better place to